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According to statements by police and radio broadcasters on May 3 and 4, Colombian guerrillas
had kidnapped at least 10 persons in a five-day period. The Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional
(National Liberation Army-ELN) and the Ejercito Popular de Liberacion (Popular Liberation
Army-EPL) claimed responsibility for the abductions. A listing of kidnapping incidents follows:
On May 3, Sigfried Markert, 59, was the first to be kidnapped by the ELN in the northeastern
city of Bucaramanga, located 320 km. north of Bogota. Markert is West Germany's honorary
consul in Bucaramanga. He was abducted by four heavily armed men at his metals company in
the presence of several employees. Later, in telephone calls to radio stations in Bucaramanga,
the ELN claimed responsibility for Markert's kidnapping, describing it as a "political act." The
guerrillas said the consul would be released unharmed within three days carrying a message for
the Colombian government. On May 3, Hellmut Luecker, West Germany's honorary consul in
Medellin, was abducted by guerrillas. Medellin is Colombia's second largest city, located 400 km.
northwest of Bogota. Radio stations in Medellin also received messages from a faction of the ELN,
claiming responsibility for the kidnapping. Two members of the Swiss-Colombian Chamber of
Commerce, Wilfredo Lerner and Richard Aufderegger, were kidnapped by EPL commandos on
May 3 at the Chamber headquarters in downtown Bogota. On May 3 in Bogota, radio stations
received telephone messages from the ELN claiming responsibility for the weekend kidnapping of
Jean Cristopher Campal, a public relations specialist at the French Embassy. The Embassy would
not confirm the abduction. Police in Cali reported that on May 3, four armed men attempted to
kidnap the French government's honorary consul in that city. Cali is Colombia's third largest city,
located southwest of Bogota. Police reportedly were nearby at the time of the attempted abduction.
During a subsequent exchange of gunfire, a policeman was killed. The four assailants presumed
members of the ELN , fled in an automobile. On May 3, three ELN commandos failed in an attempt
to abduct the Panamanian government's honorary consul in Cartagena, Luisa Victor de Porra.
Cartagena is Colombia's principal tourism center, located on the Caribbean coast. Victor de Porra
reportedly managed to escape and called for help. The three guerrillas fled on motorcycles, but
were apprehended by police. On May 3 and 4, ELN guerrillas were also occupied with abducting
Colombians. Included were Dario Parra Anaya, a Liberal party deputy, president of the Santander
provincial legislature (north of Bogota); Luis Guillermo Vallejo, reporter for the Todelar radio
network based in Medellin; journalists Luz Marina Giraldo and Carlos Espinosa, of Medellin
Channel 7 television; and, a reporter for Bucamaranga's major newspaper. Two radio journalists in
Norte de Santander province abducted on Wednesday morning reportedly managed to escape later
in the day. (Basic data from AP, 05/03/88; AFP, 05/04/88)
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